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HUNTHAY FARM 
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Suit business or domestic use. 
Easy, long day + weekend access. 
Owner lives on site. Close to A35, 


Industrial Units To Let 

Phone: 01297 33839 or 07779 550771 

www.hunthay.co.uk 
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Couple left 
distraught at 
road decision 



A COUPLE from the 


ORDERING 


OIL? 
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Speak to the heating oil experts! 


We are a local independent oil company 
specialising in domestic customers 

Mini Tanker available 

Collection facilities 

Talk to us up until 9pm, 7 days a week 
Owners: Andrew Hewitt and Trevor Rolph 

Monument Fuels 

01823 650999 

The Fuel Depot, Foxmoor Business Park, 
Wellington, TA219RF 


Blackdown Hills have 
been left distraught after 
hearing Devon County 
Council are backing pro¬ 
posals to build a new 
road through the AONB, 
which will go through 
their land. 

The road will form part 
of ongoing proposals to 
improve the A30/A303 
corridor through the 
Blackdown Hills, a noto¬ 
riously busy stretch of 
road. Following a recent 
consultation, where three 
improvement options 
were proposed, the coun¬ 
cil opted to back the “Or¬ 
ange Route”, which was 
also backed by the public 
during the consultation 
process. 

The Orange route 
would see a new road 
leaving Honiton and 

Turn to page 3 
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Stephen Beswetherick 

Opticians 


Offering a personalised optical service with an emphasis on eye 

health as well as vision. 

• Private and NHS eye examinations, including OCT scanning 

• Qualified dispensing for professional frame and lens advice 

• Wide frame choice including designer, value, sunglasses & 
safety eyewear 

• Contact lens consultations and free trials 

• Free eye examinations for children 

• 10% off a future eyewear purchase 
on our recommendation scheme 

• Approved by Somerset Hospital Eye 
Service for Ocular Hypertension 
Monitoring; allowing patients to be 
monitored locally for their convenience 

WE HIGHLY RECOMMEND OUR 3D RETINAL OCT SCANNING SERVICE 

Aiding the early detection of Glaucoma, Diabetes, Vitreous Detachment, 
Macular Degeneration and other serious eye conditions. 


60 Holyrood Street, Chard, Somerset TA20 2AL 
Tel 01460 63535 www.beswetherick-opticians.co.uk 
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BARRON’S 

2 HOLYROOD STREET, CHARD 

01460 63593 

Outdoor Clothing 


Also stockists of 

BARBOUR, 

LE CHAMEAU 

Boots by 

dubarru* 

t# 


www.barronschard.co.uk 



(J) Keep warm in 2017 with Southern Fuels see page 11 for details 


Wishing all our readers and advertisers a Happy New Year 





































































2 January 2017 


View from the Blackdown Hills 


Where to collect your 
VIEW from the 
Blackdown Hills 

Available free every month from: 

AXMINSTER 

Mole Avon 

TIC 

BLAGDON HILL 

Lamb & Flag 

BROADHEMBURY 

PO 

CHARD 

Library 

Power Shoes 

TIC 

CHARDSTOCK 

PO 

CHURCHINFORD 

Churchinford Store 
York Inn 

Doctors Surgery 

CLAYHIDON 

Heazle Farm 

Half Moon 

COMBE RAYLEIGH 

Churchill Motors 

COOMBE ST NICHOLAS The Village Shop 

CULLOMPTON 

Mole Valley 

CULM HEAD 

Culmhead House 

CULMSTOCK 

Strand Store 

DALWOOD 

PO 

DUNKESWELL 

Spar 

School of Flying 

Air Centre 

Lakeview Manor 
Highfield Garage 

MST Auctioneers 
Conservatory & 
Window Factory 

HEMYOCK 

Catherine Wheel 

Ivy Cafe, Brook 

House 

Post Office & Stores 
Brookridge Timber 
Doctors Surgery 

Spar 

Blackdown Hills 
AONB Office 

Webbers Estate 

Agents 

HONITON 

Slades 

Countrywise 

Town Council 

New St Newsagents 
Stags Estate Agents 

HOWLEY 

Howley Tavern 

KENTISBEARE 

PO 

KILMINGTON 

PO 

Old Inn 

Millers Farm Shop 

MEMBURY 

Village Shop & PO 

MONKTON 

Oaklands Farm Shop 

OFFWELL 

Windmill Garage 

PAYHEMBURY 

PO 

ROCKWELL GREEN 

Golden Pet Supplies 

SMALLRIDGE 

The Ridgeway Inn 

SMEATHARPE 

Farm Shop 

TAUNTON 

TIC 

Wyvale Garden 

Centre 

Rodgers Estate 

Agents 

TIVERTON 

TIC 

District Council 

Centre 

TRULL 

Village Shop 

UFFCULME 

Coldharbour Mill 
Co-op 

Osmond Stores 

WADEFORD 

The Haymaker 

WAMBROOK 

Barleymows 

Farm Shop 

Feme Animal 
Sanctuary 

WATERLOO CROSS 

Pub 

The Old Well 

WELLINGTON 

TIC 

Webbers 

MJ & AG Coates 
Butchers 

WEST BUCKLAND 

Blackdown Garden 
Centre 

West Buckland 

Stores 

Willowbrook Nursery 

YARCOMBE 

The Belfry 


Hemyock lights up for Christmas 



■ CROWDS watch as the giant train lantern 
makes its way through the village, and right, 
crowds with the paper lanterns 


Man critical after being run over by trailer 


A MAN has been airlifted to hospital after being run 
over by a trailer, which was being pulled tractor. 

At around 4pm on Saturday, December 17th 
2016, police were informed that a collision had 
taken place involving a tractor that was towing a 
single axle agricultural trailer close to Harts Farm, 
Hemyock. 

A number of passengers were riding on the trailer 
when one of them fell off and went under the 
trailer and was run over by one of the trailer’s 
wheels. 


The casualty, a man aged 64, who lives in a 
nearby village, suffered severe abdominal injuries 
and was airlifted to Derriford hospital in Plymouth. 

He is described as being in a critical condition. 

Officers from the roads policing team attended 
and are appealing for further witnesses to come 
forward. 

Anyone who witnessed this incident who police 
have not spoken to is asked to email 101 ©po¬ 
lice.uk or call 101 quoting log 621 of 17 December 
2016. 


THE village of Hemyock lit up last month, when 
the local community turned out for a spectacular 
Lights Parade. 

A lantern procession, led by a samba band, 
wound its way through the village, switching on 
lights strung through the trees as they went. 

This year's theme was the Hemyock "Light" 
Railway, and a giant steam engine lantern was the 
centrepiece of the parade. 

The marchers were accompanied by illuminated 
tractors, provided by the Young Larmers. 

The event culminated with the lighting of a 
Christmas star on top of the church tower in the 
village centre, and songs from the primary school 
choir. 

Parade organiser Tim Martin said: "The whole 
village joined in with lantern-making, music-mak¬ 
ing and practical support. 

“We're really grateful for the help we have had 
from the parish council and local businesses." 



Peeling 
festive 
at parish 
church 

A CHRISTMAS fair, Christingle service 
and a lights parade saw villagers in He¬ 
myock enjoying a festive weekend of ac¬ 
tivities. 

More than 160 people attended the vil¬ 
lage Christingle service at the parish 
church. 

The primary school choir entertained 
with readings and singing after which an 
orange with a lit candle, representing 
Christ as the light of the world, was dis¬ 
tributed to all and a circle formed around 
the inside of the building and with lights 
out the first verse of Away in a Manger 
was sung. 

St Mary’s annual Christmas fair, held at 
the parish hall, raised £1,061 with Culm 
Davy Chapel raising around a further 
£500. 

Children were delighted that Father 
Christmas was in attendance and enjoyed 
a lucky dip and a craft table. 

The usual stalls attracted a large number 
of visitors who also enjoyed cream teas. 

Music was supplied throughout the af¬ 
ternoon by Ron White. 

Saturday evening saw hundreds of peo¬ 
ple taking part in the lights parade through 
the village main street (see story above). 


Making it Local 
funding reopens 


A FUNDING organisation has relaunched its rural grant 
scheme. 

LEADER funding from the EU backs the Making it Local 
scheme, but was temporarily withheld while the Treasury 
decided the future of European funding following the 
Brexit result. 

The Treasury has confirmed that it will continue with 
LEADER funding until the UK leaves the EU. 

The Making it Local scheme awards grants to boost and 
sustain rural business and farming. Its funding priorities in¬ 
clude increasing farm productivity and supporting rural 
tourism. Funding is currently available to support projects 
which support micro and small businesses, rural services, 
cultural and heritage activities and that increase forestry 
productivity. 

For more information on the Making it Local funding 
scheme visit www.makingitlocal.org. 

■ IT has also been announced that funding has become 
available to encourage the planting of woodlands across the 
country. 

The Woodland Carbon Fund aims to help meets the Gov¬ 
ernment’s future carbon targets and deliver a range of other 
benefits including increased recreation, biodiversity, im¬ 
proved, improved water quality, prevention of soil erosion, 
enhanced flood protection and producing timber and wood 
fuel. 

The fund is part of a package of grants available with ded¬ 
icated advice and support available from the Forestry Com¬ 
mission that aims to encourage more private sector 


investment in large scale woodland creation. The Woodland 
Carbon Fund is a Government-only funded scheme. 

The scheme is open to landowners, eligible farmers, local 
authorities, community forests and others. 

Multiple ownerships can apply for one scheme. 

Maximum grants available will range between £6,800 and 
£8,500 per hectare depending on its location, with the 
higher rate available where there is an access need and per¬ 
missive access is granted. Discretionary footpath access 
payments will also be available. 

The applicant will need to have a woodland creation de¬ 
sign plan that complies with UK Forest Standards and have 
clearance to plant under EIA Regulations. 

Support for such preparatory work is available through 
the Woodland Creation Planning Grant. 

More details about the Woodland Carbon Fund, eligibility 
and the application forms and guidance are available on 
www.forestry.gov.uk/england-wcf. 


To advertise in View 
from the Blackdown 
Hills call Alex 
Phryce-Jones on 
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MP withdraws support 
for road improvements 



■ TIME FOR CHEQUES: The recipients were very happy 

Street fay re boost to 
village organisations 


FROM page 1 

deviating from the existing route through Monkton 
towards the A303, to make its way through the Black- 
down Hills and joining up with the original route, near 
Devonshire Inn. 

Following the Devon County Council meeting last 
week, where the route was agreed, Monkton farmers 
Owen and Sue Sparks were left distraught, as the pro¬ 
posed route travels through their farm. 

They have described the decision as “devastating” 
and said it would destroy their livelihood for future 
generations. 

Before the meeting, a petition asking the council to 
re-evaluate the plans and proposed route, had gained 
nearly 1,000 signatures. 

And Mr Sparks, 73, said the route would completely 
destroy his farm in Monkton. 

He said: “The Orange route that has been preferred 
cuts my farm in half. They're destroying my farming 
life. For me, my sons, my grandchildren. That's all 
gone - finished. They have absolutely completely de¬ 
stroyed my business. 

“There are other routes. They can do it in a different 
way and leave the Blackdown Hills completely alone 
- full stop. It will destroy my business, and my sons' 
and grandsons' when they inherit my farm." 

Mr Sparks said he was concerned not just with the 
damage it would do to his farm, but to the area as well. 

David Black, the officer who recommended the de¬ 
cision to council, said it was the most favourable route 
for reduced environmental impact, having less impact 
of the scenery, biodiversity, cultural heritage, and it 
has to manage fewer water-crosses. 

Honiton’s Devon County Councillor Paul Diviani 
feels the route is the right step forward for the area and 
will strike a balance between the safety of road users 
and the environment. 


Councillor Diviani said: “Successive governments 
have been talking about improving this route since 
1949 But unfortunately it’s all talk and minimal ac¬ 
tion. We must snap out of this complacency. The road 
is littered with speed roundels painted on the road 
through the Blackdowns indicating fatal accident 
spots. 

“The Orange route has raised landscape and envi¬ 
ronmental impact concerns from the Blackdown Road 
Action Group and residents of Cotleigh and Upottery, 
but sufficient mitigation measures will be put in place 
to reduce the effects of these on the AONB. 

“At the end of the day there has to be a balance be¬ 
tween the safety of human life and the environment.” 

MP Neil Parish has withdrawn his support for im¬ 
provements to the A30/A303 road citing that the pro¬ 
posed route has “environmental problems”. 

Mr Parish said: “The Government is committed to 
improving the A303 from Stonehenge to Ilminster and 
the A358 between Ilminster and Taunton. They will 
then look at improvements on the A30 between 2020 
and 2025 from Ilminster to Honiton. The ‘Orange’ 
route that the county council has proposed has envi¬ 
ronmental problems. 

“As it stands, the Government has indicated it is not 
prepared to fund that route. We will need to look at 
the environmental problems involved in a new route. 
I appreciate all the hard work the county council has 
done on this, but we may have to opt for a lesser 
scheme that does not involve so much intrusion into 
the Blackdown Hill s.” 

The decision by Devon County Council does not ini¬ 
tiate the start of construction of the new road, but only 
sends its approval and recommendation to the Secre¬ 
tary of State for Transport. 


CHARDSTOCK Street Fayre generated a total of 
£2,500 for local causes this year, despite dreadful 
weather on the day. 

The presentation evening was held on at The 
George Inn, Chardstock. 

The main beneficiaries were Devon Freewheelers 
(Andy and Beth Taylor), British Heart Foundation 
(Chris West) Chardstock Christmas Tree and Chil¬ 
drens’ Presents (Lynn Vyse), Chardstock Park Trust 
(Matthew Humphreys), The Project, (Ceri and 
Grant) Friends of St Andrews Church (Mike 
Brooksbank), Horseshoes and Handprints (Desi 
Fradgley), Chardstock Historical Records Group 


(David Everett), Chard Rugby Club Mini and Jun¬ 
ior Section (Tara Smillie), Millwey Rise Youth 
Football Club (Kayla Froom and Sophie Alexan- 
der-Mitchell) and Chardstock Newsletter (Jonathan 
Milford). 

Ella Dare, who designed the cover image for this 
year’s Street Fayre programme, assisted the chair¬ 
man of Chardstock Street Fayre, Michelle Reeve, 
in presenting the cheques. 

Street fayre spokesperson Graham Vyse said: 
“The team wishes to thank The Muzax for provid¬ 
ing excellent live music and Chris and Ann West at 
The George Inn for preparing a delicious buffet.” 


HONITON MOBILITY CENTRE 



Riser-Rediner Chairs, Scooters, Power Chairs, Mobilty Aids, Adjustable Electric Beds 

VISIT US AT: HONITON MOBILITY CENTRE Protecteon Plus, Unit 5, Durham 
Way Business Park, Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton, EX14 1SQ 

OR CALL FOR HOME VISIT: Free local delivery and assembly 

CALL 01404 47201 

www.protecteon-plus.co.uk Free parking on business park 


CoSiChair Approved Dealer m 


RASCAL 


Approved Dealer 
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eazybeds 
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Blackdowns clubs and organisations 


Send your club reports to: lisa@viewnews.co.uk 


Hemyock Wl 


PRESIDENT Lyn Taylor wel¬ 
comed 20 members to the Decem¬ 
ber meeting in Forbes Lounge 
where county events were dis¬ 
cussed. 

The tickets for the beauty days in 
Exeter had arrived. The reading 
group will meet at Sandra’s on Jan¬ 
uary 24th and the lunch group will 
eat at Hemyock Bowls Club on 
January 16th. Deposits were taken 
for the birthday meal at the 
Martlett on January 17th. 


It was then time for Sue, Sandra 
and Brenda to talk about making a 
simple floral arrangement for a 
dining table. 

Each person had been given iden¬ 
tical containers containing fresh 
floral foam, prepared by Sandra. 
There was a selection of flowers, 
foliage and accessories ready for 
people to make their own choice. 
Everyone made a very credible 
arrangement, each different from 
the one next door. All agreed that 


it had been a lovely evening. The 
bring and share supper was then 
enjoyed with a glass of mulled 
wine and every member went 
home with their creation. The com¬ 
petition for a hand-made card was 
won by Edith with Cindy second 
and Lyn third. 

Brenda and Barbara tied in the 
flower competition. 

Lyn wished everyone a happy 
Christmas and looked forward to 
seeing them again in the New Year. 



MEMBERS floral decorations 


MST AUCTIONEERS 

Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 

Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MACHINERY, 
FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404 891655 


To advertise 
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from the 
Blackdowns 
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<5^-LOW BROOK 
NURSERIES AND 
GARDEN CENTRE 


BARE-ROOT HEDGING 
A choice of native & ornamental 
varieties including Beech, Willow, 
Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Nut etc... 


BARE-ROOT FRUIT 
A good selection of top & soft 
fruit to plant for future Summer 
delights including apples, pears, 
gooseberries & raspberries 


Choose from a wide selection of 
shrubs, conifers, NEW helebores and 
NEW collections of roses - available 
through our'Click & Collect service 


On the main A38 Taunton / Wellington 

www.willowbrooknurseryandgardencentre.co.uk 

TELEPHONE : 01823 461324 


f DULFORD 

NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 



Dunkeswell Bowls Club 


THIRTY members of Dunkeswell Bowls Club, along with 
spouses, attended a presentation lunch at Lake View 
manor. 

Novice Cup winner Jenny Brown, runner up Gary O’ 
Hara; Two woods winner Ron Eames, runner up Linda 
Vince; Three woods winner Elaine Power, runner up Ron 
Eames. 

Handicap winner Gary O’ Hara, runner up Jose 
Williams. 

Ladies’ four wood championship winner Jose Williams, 
runner up Linda Vince. 

Men’s four wood championship winner Ron Eames, 
runner up Tony Thorne. 

Four wood drawn pairs, winners Ron Eames/Jose 
Williams, runners up Elaine Power/ Tony Thorne. 
Dunkeswell, with its synthetic surface welcomes new 
members. Carpet is much easier to bowl on than grass. 

During the summer months the club afternoon/ evening 
is on Mondays. They have an open afternoon on Saturday, 
May 6th 2017. 

Bowls will be available to have a go. All ages are wel¬ 
come. 

For more information contact captain Tom Williams on 
01404 891799. 



U BOWLS club members with 
their awards 


ONCE upon a time, there was a WI 
called “Sampford Arundel WI”. 
They were very, very, old - well, 
not the members (only some of 
them) - but the WI itself. 

One day, they were thinking what 
they could do to celebrate the 
Christmas Season. They had lots 
and lots of good ideas; trouble was, 
they were all either illegal, fatten¬ 
ing, or immoral, and George 
Clooney is married and Brad Pitt 
lives too far away. 

Suddenly, Kay, who is president, 
and bright ideas is her job anyway 
had a really good idea. “Let’s go to 
the Beam Bridge” she said “and 
have a great big feed-up”. 

No-one liked to argue. They’d 
been there for the last few years; 


Samford Arundel WI 


thing was it had always been a 
right jolly evening, and everyone 
realised that was, indeed, a brilliant 
plan. 

She put her elves - AKA the com¬ 
mittee - to work, and in a twin¬ 
kling, all was arranged. 

Husbands were turned into 
coach-men, cars became golden 
coaches, the usual t-shirts and 
jeans became gorgeous ball¬ 
gowns, sensible shoes became 
glass slippers etc etc. 

When members arrived they saw 
that Father Christmas (AKA elves 
Wendy and Vera) had been already 
as a table was laid full of gifts. 

They all tucked in to a delicious 
meal, and were told of even more 
adventures to come, group carols, 


and in the New Year, lunch, art, 
craft, book, scrabble, events. 

Then some of the naughtier pix¬ 
ies - er, members, - started blowing 
little balls at each other, and read¬ 
ing cracker jokes, and wearing paper 
hats, and setting off streamers. 

Then came the entertainment, 
some funny, some serious, and 
singing songs and carols. 

The clatter of reindeers hooves 
(actually, husbands with golden 
coaches) was heard, and the won¬ 
derful evening ended with ‘Auld 
Lang Syne’ and good wishes for 
Christmas and 2017. 

Members of Sampford Arundel 
wish all your staff and readers a 
happy Christmas and Good 2017. 


Blackdown Hills Woodland Association 


T HE pheasant shooting season 
is half way through now, and 
even if you are against shoot¬ 
ing, it not only brings an income in 
to ground that is unproductive for 
farming, but it is instrumental in 
helping manage woodland for 
wildlife. Cutting rides and feeding 
birds is great for butterflies and 
ground mammals. 

I was involved in a woodland sur¬ 
vey on a shooting estate with a dor- 


Clayhidon Friends 


THE last meeting of the year was 
a chance to have a social occasion 
and enjoy a three course meal with 
guests in the beautifully decorated 
Hall. 

Many thanks go to Heather Proc¬ 
ter who provided delicious soup, 
cold meats and salads, Linda Dal¬ 
ton who made excellent quiches 
and Freda Dewar who made the 
traditional Christmas pudding. 

Next year will bring a new pro¬ 
gramme for the monthly meetings, 
and new members are very wel¬ 
come to join our friendly group. 
Clayhidon Friends meet on the sec¬ 
ond Thursday in the month at Clay¬ 
hidon Parish Hall, 7.15pm. 

Please phone Anne on 01823 
680086. 


mouse group some years ago. The 
concentration of the dormouse 
colonies were centred around the 
pheasant feeding areas, there were 
also double the amount of field 
mice and voles than in other areas 
of the woodland. The survey also 
showed that song birds were more 
likely to be around the feeding areas 
as well, along with bats that were 
feeding on the abundance of flies. 

One of my pet hates are Chinese 
lanterns and helium filled balloons, 
the first is an extreme fire hazard 
and second is the same as someone 
throwing litter out of their car. I find 
several of these balloons in wood¬ 
lands each year and they stay in the 
tree tops for ages as ariel litter spoil¬ 
ing the beauty of the woods. It re¬ 
ally should be against the law to 
release them. I once, some time ago, 
found a thrush strangled by the cord 
on one of these balloons (alright I 
have had my rant now!). 

I am a very lucky chap having 
been able to working outdoors all 
my life in forestry and farming, 
however, it has taken its toll on my 
body, as over the years I have sus¬ 
tained loads of injuries, from bro¬ 
ken limbs to all sorts of other 
traumas. On one occasion I got my 
leg trapped in a forestry machine 
(before the days of mobile phones) 
and having to endure pain until I 


was found several hours later. I still 
see people using chainsaws without 
the appropriate safety gear, which is 
absolute madness. For the sake of a 
few quid you could injure yourself 
for life, and it’s usually the tree that 
will do you damage, not the saw! So 
always make sure you have a phone 
and safety gear with you even if you 
are just in your garden - please. 

On a lighter note I took a party of 
local school kids around our wood¬ 
land a few weeks ago. It’s surpris¬ 
ing that people that live relatively 
close to the countryside don’t actu¬ 
ally know much about it. As we 
were walking through the woods I 
stopped in front of some 40-year- 
old ash trees to explain that I had 
planted them. A six-year-old girl en¬ 
quired how I planted them and I ex¬ 
plained that I dug a hole and popped 
the tree in it with a stake. She then 
had a very worried look on her face 
and asked how I lifted the trees as 
they looked quite heavy. I did ex¬ 
plain that they were very much 
smaller when I planted them. 

I hope you all had a great Christ¬ 
mas and new year and don’t forget 
to recycle those Christmas trees. 


John Greenshields 
Blackdown & East Devon 
Woodland Co-ordinator 
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BT helps business get online superfast 


THE award-winning Otter Brewery near Honiton has 
struck a deal with BT for ultrafast broadband. 

About four kilometres of underground and overhead ca¬ 
bling is being installed as part of extensive engineering 
works to deliver the latest Fibre-to-the-Premises (FTTP) 
technology to Otter Brewery, at Fuppitt, by the end of 
Spring 2017. 

The project is co-funded by the brewery and Openreach, 


by Peter Hodges 

BT’s local network business, which recently announced 
that it is more than doubling the maximum speeds avail¬ 
able over its FTTP network from 330 megabits per sec¬ 
ond (Mbps) to up to one gigabit per second (Gbps). 

The new network for the brewery will also make FTTP 
viable for a small number of nearby homes, which are 


also in very rural locations. 

Patrick McCaig, managing director of Otter Brewery, 
said: “Ultrafast broadband is a huge step forward for us. 
At present our broadband runs at no more than a quarter 
of a megabit per second so very soon we will benefit from 
a service many hundreds of times faster. 

“Fast, effective broadband is an essential part of modem 
day business and it will become even more important in 
the years ahead. Increasingly, we are communicating on¬ 
line with our customers and suppliers, particularly the 
larger companies. This new technology should help our 
office employees become at least ten per cent more effi¬ 
cient.” 

The arrival of ultrafast is part of a further major expan¬ 
sion of the business. 

Mr McCaig added: “We have never really tried e-com¬ 
merce, but now we are redesigning our website and, as 
well as supplying our products for pubs, are looking 
much more at the ‘take home’ retail market and even the 
possibility of a clothing range.” 

“Being in such a remote location, we knew that we 
could not sit back and wait for ultrafast broadband to 
come to us, but that we needed to take action.” 

Otter Brewery is one of the South West’s leading brew¬ 
eries having won a variety of awards since it was founded 
26 years ago, including most recently being highly com¬ 
mended in the National Business Awards and a finalist in 
the Rural Business Awards. The company, which employs 
36 people, sells more than seven million pints of beer and 
lager each year to up to 2,000 pubs across the UK. 

Paul Coles, BT South West regional manager, said: 
“This project is a great example of BT being able to work 
with a leading local firm to overcome considerable engi¬ 
neering challenges in order to deliver high-speed broad¬ 
band. We will certainly celebrate with a pint of Otter 
when the work is completed!” 

Neil Parish, MP for Tiverton and Honiton, said: “Get¬ 
ting superfast broadband to rural areas is one of my top 
priorities. This exciting technology is vital for today’s 
businesses and there is no doubt that it will provide a big 
boost for Otter Brewery, a local company with an excel¬ 


lent reputation for quality and innovation. I am campaign¬ 
ing to ensure that all households and businesses through¬ 
out my constituency - and in rural areas further afield - 
are able to benefit from a good quality broadband service 
as soon as possible.” 

The project is part of BT’s Community Fibre Partner¬ 
ships programme, which has already seen BT sign agree¬ 
ments with more than 150 local communities and 
organisations to bring fibre broadband to some of the 
UK’s most challenging areas, including some other loca¬ 
tions in the South West. 

For more information on community fibre partnerships 
with BT visit www.communityfibre.bt.com 

Bags of help for school 

BUCKLAND St Mary Primary School are in the 
celebratory spirit after it was announced that 
they had bagged £10,000 from a Tesco funding 
scheme. 

Tesco teamed up with Groundwork to launch 
the second round of its Bags of Help funding 
initiative, which sees grants of £12,000, 

£10,000 and £8,000 - all raised from the 5p 
bag levy - being awarded to local outdoor 
community projects. 

Work will now begin on bringing the school’s 
new outside play equipment project to life. 

Head of School Steve Morton said: "This is 
marvellous news for the school and the whole 
community. 

“The play equipment on site is tired and not 
easily accessible to very young children. This 
award, along with our fundraising, will mean 
that our new play equipment area will enhance 
our children’s physical experiences while at 
play and during PE sessions and be a centre 
for families to access throughout the whole 
year." 


Wedding award 

A CLAYHIDON stationery design business, 
Casey Blackmore's Oyster & Pearl, is through 
to the national final of the Wedding Industry 
Awards for the second year running. 

Casey took her five-month-old baby Thomas 
to the regional award ceremony in Bristol as 
she is still feeding. 

"He absolutely stole the show," she said af¬ 
terwards. 

"When my name was called the organisers 
started chanting 'bring him up, bring him up', so 
I took Thomas on stage with me to accept the 
award. 

"To say I'm over the moon is a bit of an under¬ 
statement. I felt I owed it to myself to enter the 
awards again this year as I had a title to de¬ 
fend, not thinking for a moment that I would 
hold onto it as this year has been hijacked 
workwise by the arrival of Thomas. 

"I went to the award ceremony just for the 
chance of my first night out in five months and 
to catch up with a few friends." 

The national winners will be announced at a 
ceremony on January 12th at the Cafe de 
Paris, London. 



■ CASEY and Thomas with Damian Bailey, 
founder of The Wedding Industry Awards 


TRY OUR 
PAYMENT PLAN 


3,6,9 or 12 months 
THE EASY WAY 
TO PAY 


RIIEXGE 



AT THE TOP 

FOR BOTH 
QUALITY 
& PRICE 


VOOFINGH 

& SCAFFOLDING SIRVICKS LTD 



ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING UNDERTAKEN - FROM LEAKY ROOFS TO RE-R00FS 

Ridge Roofing Ltd is a well-established company with over 25 years’ experience behind them, 
working in partnership with most of the leading estate agencies 
and Devon & Somerset County Council 


• Slating • Tiling • Flat roofing • Fibreglass flat roofs • Chimneys/ 
Leadwork • Turnerized slate roofs • Guttering/uPVC/fascia boards 
• Storm damage/insurance work • All grant work undertaken 


Insurance backed guarantees • Full public liability insurance 
• Free written quotations • All work guaranteed 



T: 01404 891813 M: 07789 555685 • stephen.wattsrr@gmail.com • www.ridge-roofing.co.uk 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Business booming in the 


A THRIVING business support group has reported ex¬ 
cellent growth for its members this year. 

The Blackdown Hill s Business Association, which 
was formed around 30-years-ago, supports a range of 
companies, including new business start-ups and sole 
traders, right up to large corporations all providing key 
services, based in the area on the Devon/Somerset bor¬ 
der. 

Claire Stepney, BHBA Coordinator, said: “The 
Blackdown Hills are well connected on the borders of 
East Devon, West Dorset and South Somerset. 

“Local companies recognise the importance of sup¬ 
porting one another, networking and engaging with 
communities and promoting the excellence within the 
Blackdown Hills and beyond, and the BHBA plays a 


vital leadership role with that. 

“We talk to our members about how their businesses 
are developing and we have had very positive feedback 
this year. 

“We have around 200 members and it is a privilege 
to offer this support. What continues to impress me is 
the support the businesses give each other in these rural 
communities.” 

And there is a broad range of businesses within the 
BHBA, including accommodation providers, health 
practitioners, hospitality and event venues, artisan food 
and drink producers, traditional crafts, designers, IT 
consultants, property agents and furniture restorers. 

William Young, of William Young Piano Tuning 
Restoration and Repair, said: “Being part of the BHBA 


Blackdowns 

has effectively given me a way of reaching new cus¬ 
tomers. I’ve also met so many other businesses through 
my membership, and it gives us all a great opportunity 
to discuss what’s working for us and what’s not.” 

Devon Angora goat farmer, Steve Whitley, has had a 
particularly good year, primarily thanks to some na¬ 
tional press coverage that told the world about his 
handmade mohair socks - that don’t smell! 

“We are now having our busiest Christmas ever,’ said 
Steve, who has recently been able to expand his range 
of socks and mohair accessories,” he said. 

If you’re located in, or provide services within the 
Blackdown Hills, find out about becoming a member 
of the Blackdown Hills Business Association at 
www.bhba .org .uk. 


Village to adopt a 
Neighbourhood Plan 

AT Stockland’s Neighbourhood Planning Referendum, 
held last month, the majority of residents living in the 
parish voted yes to a Neighbourhood Plan. 

Residents were asked: “Do you want East Devon Dis¬ 
trict Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Stock- 
land to help decide planning applications in the 
neighbourhood area?” 

Stockland’s Neighbourhood Plan will now be ‘made’ 
and will become part of the Development Plan for East 
Devon. 

Stockland Parish Council has produced the Neigh¬ 
bourhood Plan in consultation with the community, 
which includes policies that will influence how plan¬ 
ning applications are determined in the parish until 
2031. 

The plan is a culmination of three years hard work by 
volunteers from the local community and will be the 
second Neighbourhood Plan to be adopted in East 
Devon following Lympstone’s success in April 2015. 

Councillor Paul Diviani, the Leader of East Devon 
District Council, said: “As a former resident of Stock- 
land, I am delighted that this Neighbourhood Plan has 
come forward and that the community have taken the 
opportunity to set out what they want the planning sys¬ 
tem to achieve in the parish. I commend those involved 
for their hard work and can assure them that the plan 
will now be used to inform planning decisions in the 
parish.” 

Councillor Mark Williamson, Lead Councillor for 
Neighbourhood Planning at East Devon District Coun¬ 
cil, said: “The result of the Stockland referendum is an¬ 
other example of how Neighbourhood Planning 
empowers communities. 

“I wish Stockland every success as their council and 
their community now put principles into practice. I 
hope the other parishes in the beautiful Blackdowns 
will follow Stockland's lead.” 

Referendum results analysis: 

• 80 (86% of the electorate) voted yes 

• 13 (14% of the electorate) voted no 

• Number of registered electors - 524 

• 93 ballot papers were issued 
• The turnout was 17.7% 


Shop celebrates birthday 


THE Churchinford and District 
Village shop continues to go 
from strength to strength and 
recently celebrated its five- 
year anniversary. 

The shop sees 63 volun¬ 
teers give their time freely to 
help run the popular shop. 

The shop was a finalist in 
last year’s Countryside Al¬ 
liance Rural awards - seen by 
many as the Rural Oscars. 
The prestigious awards 
recognise those who go the 
extra mile for their community. 

The shop has more than 
2,000 items in stock with 
many local suppliers ensuring 
that air miles are kept low. 

The shop also has an ad¬ 


joining coffee shop which has 
prove popular with passing 
cyclists. 

There is both indoor and 
outdoor seating. The latter 
was purchased from income 
generated by the “in-house” 
book exchange as was a 
cycle rack provided for the 
many who visit via pedal 
power. 

The shop offers free use of 
the community computer and 
Wi-Fi internet. 

Nick Strange, shop chair¬ 
man, said: “It is a huge hon¬ 
our to be involved with such a 
giving, thriving community en¬ 
terprise whose success goes 
from strength to strength.” 



I SHOP volunteers at the opening of the post office at the shop last year 


W Hydramatic 

U U ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS 



Trade counter serving the Agricultural, Marine, Automotive Manufacturing 
sector, open 5 days a week for Hydraulics — Pneumatics — Bearings — Belts — 
Motors - wheels and Castors - Hose and tubing — Engineering consumables 


Trade and Public welcome 

Come and visit our trade counter now at 
unit Ic-lj Castle Road, Wellington, TA21 9JQ 

Tel 0 I 823 660639, email sales@hydramatic.co.uk 

web www.hydramatic.co.uk 
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Calverts 

the home of fine furniture 


STOCK CLEARANCE 

JANUARY SALE 



Starts: FRIDAY 30TH DECEMBER 


94-108 Station Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1PD 

Closed Sundays and Mondays 01823 335823 
www.calvertsfurniture.co.uk For all your furnishing needs. 
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Award Winning 
Sausages made on the 
Premises 


Local Cheeses 
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• 700C wheels for a smoother ride 

• 13 Ah battery in the frame for long tours and better balanced bike 

■ Redesigned motor and rider computer. Puts you in control 

■ Throttle works to 15 mph when pedals turning for an easy ride 


axe ess 


electric-bikes — 


‘Power to get you there... 

...and bring you back” 


FOR FULL RANGE DETAILS VISIT 
www.axcess-electric-bikes.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 41692 Mobile: 07802 935973 

Unit F, Reme drive, Heathpark Industrial Estate Honition EX14 1SE 
OPEN 10.00 TO 5.00PM - MON TO SAT 


NEW Eriscay & Camargue 

Setting the standard for elegance and 
ride quality 



www.westcrete-ltd.co.ulc 


Your local independent landscaping and building matenals supplier 

We are stockists of Quality Natural Stone sourced from aroorvd the globe for 
its colour texture and character that Is sold at a very competitive price. 



/w wlc rH t lWl 


01297 3200 



Mofrfri Sam-fyn Saturday 8arn-12.30pni 


FIVE STYLISH NEW RANGES AVAILABLE AT 


PAINTED 
KITCHEN RANGE 



dftgF KITCHENS LIMITED 



REFURBISH YOUR KITCHEN 
WITH BEAUTIFUL PAINTED 
^ ( DOORS 

Available in a wide range of sizes and 18 
different colours, plus Oak & \vory ex stock 


IF^FERSON QAK&_iyORYj| MA DISON LAVA & STONE 

Beautiful Kitchens do not have to cost a fortune 


Which?) 

Trusted trader / 


FKLIi desryn and quotation service I All makes of appliances and accessories available lo suit all budgets I All kitchens fully supplied and installed 


Please contact Keith for more details. Unit 6B, Lopen Business Park, TA13 5JS ~ 01460 242070 

AMPLE FREE PARKING 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


in and around the 

W I I M ii O W I I Blackdown Hills 


Your green 

questions 

answered 

A PANEL of experts will be available to answer any 
questions the public has on green and environmen¬ 
tal issues. 

The panel will comprise of Rebecca Pow, Conser¬ 
vative MP for Taunton Deane, Robert Hawkins, 
Waste Manager, Viridor, Oliver Dowding, Green 
Party Agriculture Spokesperson, and organic farmer 
from Somerset, and Caroline Pomeroy, Director of 
Climate Stewards Christian organisation, and who 
also worked for Tear Fund in Ghana. 

The evening will be facilitated by Jack Wakefield 
who works for Tear Fund, a Christian international 
development and relief charity passionate about cli¬ 
mate change. They work through a global network 
of 75,000 churches and local community groups to 
see people released from poverty. 

The “Any Green Questions Evening” will take 
place on Friday, January 20th at Magelake Hall, 
Culmstock Road, Uffculme, EX15 3DP. 

Doors open 7pm for refreshments and the debate 
will start at 7.30pm. Entry is free, but please book a 
ticket on http://bit.do/AnyQuestions or pick up a 
ticket at the door. 



VILLAGES in Action will be bringing 
an evening of folk music to 
Dunkeswell next month. 

lain Thomson and Marc Duff will 
be performing a selection of their 
work on Saturday, February 11th 
2017. 

Iain’s compositions are written 
sensitively and his songs and tunes 
about the changing face of rural Ar¬ 
gyll move the hearts and souls of his 
audience. 

Marc is best known as one of the 
founder members of the Celtic su¬ 
pergroup Capercaillie. Since leaving 


the group in 1995 to pursue his own 
career, he has worked with many 
prominent artists, playing low D 
whistle, Bodhran, bouzouki and 
wind synthesizer and now with the 
uilleann pipes bringing a whole new 
dimension. 

Along with Iain’s guitar, piano and 
vocals, the duo produce a unique 
and touching sound. Contemporary 
but with that traditional twist. 

The event will start at 7.30pm at 
Dunkeswell Village Hall. 

Visit www.villagesinaction.co.uk/ 
for more information. 


Singers entertain for Christmas 


S O popular is the Christmas 
concert and dinner arranged 
by Hemyock Singers that 
extra seating was arranged for the 
audience. 

Linder the Musical Director, 
Matthew Bale of Taunton, and pi¬ 
anist accompanist Nigel Atkinson, 
the rousing / Got Rhythm got the 
evening off to a energetic start with 
the choir in good voice. 

This was followed by two Cole 
Porter well loved songs Blow 
Gabriel Blow and Anything Goes. 

Copland’s Long Time Ago and 
Simple Gifts brought a gentler feel 
to the music before Pat Keith, group 
member and compere throughout 
the evening, introduced the tradi¬ 
tional American ballad Shenandoah 
and the very humorous / Bought Me 
a Cat where the timing of the 
Singers was particularly good. 

Nigel Atkinson, violinist, and 
Matthew Bale, piano, had every¬ 
one’s feet tapping with their Hoe 
Down duet, which brought warm ap¬ 
plause. 

The spiritual Deep River saw the 
Singers in reflective mood as the 


song ended unaccompanied by 
music before the audience were 
transported to the Wild West with 
two songs from the ever popular 
musical Calamity Jane. 

Monica Smith took the solo for the 
lively Windy City, followed by the 
melodic Black Hills of Dakota. 

The group’s MD is also a member 
of the North Devon Symphonia who 
earlier this year won a competition 
to perform at Proms in the Park part 
of BBC TV’s Last Night of the 
Proms. Matthew received warm ap¬ 
plause from the audience as he took 
a bow. 

Down By The Riverside, another 
lively song, brought the concert to a 
close throughout which the choir 
had maintained the enjoyable tradi¬ 
tion maintained over 40 years of 
local entertainment. 

Following the concert the audi¬ 
ence were able to enjoy a delicious 
turkey dinner followed by dessert 
and coffee provided by Jill Gabby 
and friends. 


Review suppplied 



'AYS 


PLEASE PHONE FOR A COPY OF 
ALL OUR BROCHURES 

Tel: 01398 341160 

www.blakescoaches.co.uk 



DEC 28 

6 DAYS 

DEC 30 

4 DAYS 

DEC 30 

4 DAYS 

JAN 7 

2 DAYS 

JAN 7 

2 DAYS 

JAN 8 

10 DAYS 

JAN 9 

5 DAYS 

JAN 28 

2 DAYS 

JAN 30 

5 DAYS 

JAN 28 

7 DAYS 

FEB 4 

2 DAYS 

FEB 17 

4 DAYS 

FEB 21 

4 DAYS 

FEB 25 

2 DAYS 

FEB 27 

5 DAYS 

MAR 4 

2 DAYS 

MAR 4 

8 DAYS 

MAR 5 

5 DAYS 

MAR 11 

2 DAYS 

MAR 13 

5 DAYS 

MAR 13 

5 DAYS 

MAR 15 

5 DAYS 

MAR 18 

2 DAYS 

MAR 19 

6 DAYS 

MAR 20 

5 DAYS 

MAR 23 

5 DAYS 

MAR 25 

2 DAYS 

MAR 27 

5 DAYS 

APR 1 

5 DAYS 

APR 5 

4 DAYS 

APR 9 

5 DAYS 

APR 10 

5 DAYS 

APR 14 

4 DAYS 

APR 16 

5 DAYS 

APR 17 

5 DAYS 


2016 HOLIDAYS 

CRUISING THE RIVER RHINE FOR NEW YEAR.£575.00 

NEW YEAR IN SHROPSHIRE.£295.00 

NEW YEAR IN NORTH WALES.£309.00 

2017 HOLIDAYS 

LONDON THEATRE WEEKEND.£185.00 

A WEEKEND IN LONDON.£99.00 

SPANISH WINTER SUN &THE SPECTACULAR PYRENEES.£449.00 

WARNER BREAK...LAKESIDE COASTAL RESORT.£225.00 

A WEEKEND IN HEREFORD & WORCESTER.£74.00 

LLANDUDNO LANDLUBBERS CRUISE (NO SAILING!).£319.00 

AUSTRIAN WINTERWONDERLAND.£399.00 

A MYSTERY WEEKEND.£79.00 

RHUBARB RHUBARB RHUBARB.£199.00 

HODSOCK PRIORY SNOWDROPS.£189.00 

A WEEKEND IN PORTSMOUTH & WINCHESTER.£79.00 

WINTER WARMER MONSCHAU.£315.00 

A WEEKEND IN STRATFORD & EVESHAM.£75.00 

ITALY CLASSIC LAKE GARDA.£445.00 

WINTER WARMER - PEAK DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK.£239.00 

A WEEKEND IN SOUTH WALES.£69.00 

SHOWTIME IN NORTH WALES.£265.00 

LAKE DISTRICT ALL INCLUSIVE.£275.00 

DUBLIN INCLUDING THE ST PATRICKS DAY PARADE.£319.00 

A WEEKEND IN CHELTENHAM & GLOUCESTER.£79.00 

SCOTLAND... SPRINGTIME IN THE HIGHLANDS.£315.00 

YORKSHIRE WINTER WARMER.£235.00 

JERSEY BY AIR.£389.00 

WEEKEND IN SOUTHAMPTON & THE NEW FOREST.£79.00 

SPRINGTIME IN TENBY.£235.00 

SPRINGTIME ON THE ISLE OF WIGHT.£265.00 

ANTIQUES FAIR NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.£199.00 

DUTCH BULBFIELDS CRUISE.£485.00 

2017 HOLIDAYS 

WEYMOUTH MOCK CRUISE (NO SAILING!).£289.00 

EASTER IN KENT - THE GARDEN OF ENGLAND.£229.00 

THE DUTCH BULBFIELDS & THE BEST OF HOLLAND.£425.00 

SINGLES GALORE, NORTH WALES.£279.00 


APR 17 

5 DAYS 

APR 23 

2 DAYS 

APR 23 

8 DAYS 

APR 24 

5 DAYS 

APR 28 

5 DAYS 

MAY 1 

5 DAYS 

MAY 1 

5 DAYS 

MAY 1 

5 DAYS 

MAY 5 

4 DAYS 

MAY 6 

2 DAYS 

MAY 7 

8 DAYS 

MAY 8 

5 DAYS 

MAY 8 

5 DAYS 

MAY 8 

5 DAYS 

MAY 9 

5 DAYS 

MAY 14 

9 DAYS 

MAY 14 

5 DAYS 

MAY 14 

7 DAYS 

MAY 15 

5 DAYS 

JAN 9 

5 DAYS 

JAN 9 

5 DAYS 

JAN 16 

5 DAYS 

JAN 16 

5 DAYS 

JAN 23 

5 DAYS 

JAN 30 

5 DAYS 

JAN 30 

5 DAYS 

FEB 6 

5 DAYS 

FEB 6 

5 DAYS 

FEB 13 

5 DAYS 

FEB 20 

5 DAYS 

FEB 20 

5 DAYS 

FEB 24 

4 DAYS 

FEB 27 

5 DAYS 

FEB 27 

5 DAYS 

JAN 30 

5 DAYS 

MAR 6 

5 DAYS 

MAR 6 

5 DAYS 

MAR 6 

5 DAYS 

MAR 20 

5 DAYS 


A REAL TASTE OF IRELAND.£289.00 

DANIEL O’DONNELL IN CONCERT, OXFORD.£165.00 

SPRINGTIME IN THE AUSTRIAN LAKE DISTRICT.£449.00 

WARNER BREAK BODELWYDDAN CASTLE, NORTH WALES .£325.00 

LLANDUDNO TRANSPORT FESTIVAL.£189.00 

CORNISH GARDENS TOUR.£315.00 

A CUMBRIAN JOURNEY & CARLISLE - SETTLE RAILWAY.£299.00 

HIDDEN TREASURES OF LUXEMBOURG.£329.00 

THE VALE OF EVESHAM BLOSSOM TRAIL.£195.00 

FILM MUSIC GALA, ROYAL ALBERT HALL.£139.00 

SCOTLAND... THE HIGHLANDS & MALLAIG STEAM TRAIN.£545.00 

GUERNSEY.£399.00 

JERSEY.£325.00 

GRANDEUR IN YORKSHIRE & A TOUCH OF VICTORIA.£295.00 

LLANDUDNO &THEWELSH HIGHLAND RAILWAY.£345.00 

SPAIN... THE COSTA BRAVA.£489.00 

COLONEL MUSTARD IN THE STUDY WITH A PORK PIE!.£299.00 

THE HEART OF IRELAND.£455.00 

THE LOVELY LAKE DISTRICT.£325.00 

2017 GREAT VALUE BREAKS 

ALL THINGS BRIGHTON BEAUTIFUL.£155.00 

THE LAKE DISTRICT & YORKSHIRE DALES.£169.00 

THE KENT COAST & BRUGES.£145.00 

A TASTE OF THREE COUNTIES.£165.00 

A TASTE OF FOUR COUNTIES.£175.00 

STRATFORD & THE COTSWOLDS.£155.00 

UNDISCOVERED GEMS OF SOUTH WALES.£169.00 

THE KENT COAST & BRUGES.£149.00 

ISLE OF WIGHT.£185.00 

SUSSEX COAST & ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS.£175.00 

ISLE OF WIGHT.£185.00 

DORSET & THE NEW FOREST.£169.00 

ENTERTAINMENT BREAK IN SOUTH WALES.£129.00 

NORTH WALES & SNOWDONIA... ENTERTAINMANT BREAK.£195.00 

THE PEAK DISTRICT & DERBYSHIRE DALES.£195.00 

YORK, WHITBY & SCARBOROUGH.£175.00 

ALL THINGS BRIGHTON BEAUTIFUL.£185.00 

A TASTE OF FOUR COUNTIES.£189.00 

NORTH DEVON & EXMOOR EXPLORER.£159.00 

THE KENT COAST & BRUGES.£149.00 


Please phone for a copy of our brochures. Departure points include Wellington, Taunton & Honiton 
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SOUTHERN FUELS 

YOUR .OCAL INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR 

We would like to wish all of our customers a Happy New Year! 



BASED IN HONITON 

RING US FOR THE BEST PRICES ON 

HEATING OIL ROAD DIESEL RED DIESEL 

69 01404831775® 
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Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 


Building Services 



Countryside Management 


Land management for non-farmers 


FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 
CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


n 


3 

n 


• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 




vn 



Roofing 


\A 


Working in partnership with 

RED HOME LETTINGS and 
CONSORT SERVICES LTD 


AMB ROOFING SERVICES 


mm 


RAISING ROOFING STANDARDS 

Slating/Tiling/Flat Roofs (felt) 

New Roofs/Re-Roofs/Repairs 
Fascia/Soffit/Guttering 
Chimney Work 
Free Quotations 
All work guaranteed 
All tradesman fully qualified 
Now offering Solar Panel Installation 
EMAILambroofingservices@gmail.com 
TEL 01404 549559 / 07784 364712 



■ 


Gardens 


Mole Catcher 


■ 




ORNHAYES 
URSERY 

Quality Trees 


from Devon 


Westcountry Apple Trees 

(PLUS OTHER FRUIT TREES), 

Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
Advisory Service 


Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

> 01884 266746 www.thorahayes-nursery.co.uk 


Trusted Mole 
Pest Control 


Traps not poison 
Safe for children and pets 

Robin Gundry 

07802 800124 / 01404 881555 


Gardens 



ARBORICARE 




•4 


LTD Est.1988 

TREE SURGERY AND LANDSCAPING SERVICE 


FULLY INSURED 

ALL ASPECTS OF 
TREEWORK 

FELLING 

STUMP GRIDING 


FULLY QUALIFIED 
STAFF 


PRUNING AND 
MAINTENANCE 

PLANTING 


• COUNCIL APPROVED 

• POLLARDING 

• ESTATE 
MANAGEMENT 

• 24 HOUR CALL OUT 


Call Colin Inder For Free Quotation 

T: 01823 462972 M: 07831 108445 

www.arboricare.co.uk • enquiries@arboricare.co.uk 


Furniture & Joinery 


Chimney sweep 



avid Lloyd 


CABINET MAKER 


Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 
www.davidrlloyd .co .uk info @ davidrlloy d .co .uk 



Kitchens, 
Furniture 
And Bespoke 
Joinery. 
Please Visit 
My Website 
To See 

My Extensive 
Portfolio. 


Blackdown 

CHIMNEY SWEEP 

clean, reliable, friendly service 


CERTIFICATES ISSUED 
FULLY INSURED 

Tim Herman 

07643 506652 

www.blackdownchimneysweep.co.uk 



If you are interested in 
advertising on our 


Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 


page please 
contact Alex 
on 

alex@tindle 
news.co.uk 
or on 

01297 35750 


Local Services /„ the 


m the Blackdown Hills 
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BUY ONE 
GET ONE 
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PRICED 



Reader Offers 

Quality holidays & breaks 
at affordable prices 

Amsterdam & 
Bulbfields Spectacular 

Dutch Waterways Cruise on board Olympia 

4 days from £359,17 April 2017 

Discover the world’s most famous flower gardens, the canals and 
cobblestones of Amsterdam, and the historic fishing villages of the 
surrounding ‘polder land’. With calls in Volendam and Zaandam on the 
reclaimed Markermeer, and a visit to famous Keukenhof Gardens included. 


Highlights & inclusions 

• Three nights’ full board 
accommodation on board 
beautifully maintained Olympia 

• Embark in Amsterdam-the 
delightful Dutch capital 

• Call at Hoorn-Zuider Zee port 

• Included half-day excursion to the 
renowned Keukenhof Gardens 

• Call at Zaandam 


• On-board entertainment and 
English commentary 

• Escorted by a friendly, experienced 
cruise manager 

• Coach travel from the local area 
and Channel crossings 

‘Book by 31 Dec 2016, quote promo code YGPXFF. Offer subject 
to availability & may be withdrawn at any time. Applies to Apr- 
May departures only. 




Jewels of the Rhine Cruise 


River Cruise on board Sound of Music with return 
travel by Eurostar ™ 

8 days from £1210,1,8 & 29 May 2017 

Cruise from Amsterdam into the wide, sweeping Rhine and on through the famous 
Rhine Gorge, fairytale ‘Middle Rhine’ and the Black Forest, to Basel. 


Highlights & inclusions 

• Seven nights’ full board 
accommodation on board Sound 
of Music 

• Embark in Amsterdam 

• Discover Cologne’s cobbled Altstadt 

• Call at Cochem and Boppard 

• Scenic cruise along the classic 
UNESCO-listed Middle Rhine 

• Calls at Riidesheim and Mainz 


• Call at beautiful Strasbourg 

• On-board entertainment and 
English commentary 

• Escorted by a friendly, experienced 
cruise manager 

• Return railjourneys on Eurostar™ and 
transfers 

‘Book by 31 Dec 2016, quote promo code YGPXFF. Offer subject 
to availability & may be withdrawn at any time. Applies to Apr- 
May departures only. 


Romantic Rhine River Cruise 
to Switzerland 


A scenic journey on board welcoming Olympia with 
return travel by Eurostar ™ 

9 days from £1124, May 2017 

Experience the best of the mighty Rhine river on our ‘Blue Riband’ voyage. 


Highlights & inclusions 

• Eight nights’full board 
accommodation on board Olympia 

• Embark in historic Andernach 

• Two cruises through the Rhine Gorge 

• Guided tour of Speyer 

• Calls at Strasbourg, Mannheim, Mainz 
and overnight in Basel 


• On-board entertainment and English 
commentary 

• Escorted by a friendly, experienced 
cruise manager 

• Return railjourneys on Eurostar™ and 
transfers 

‘Book by 31 Dec 2016, quote promo code YGPXFF. Offer subject 
to availability & may be withdrawn at any time. Applies to Apr- 
May departures only. 


[I] 

Newmarket 

Holidays 

BRITISH 

TRAVEL 

AWARDS 

2016 

BEST LARGE 
ESCORTED TOURS 
HOLIDAY COMPANY 

Rest, relax 
and discover 
more on a 
River Cruise 

Cruise into the 
heart of Europe’s 
finest cities 

Ever-changing 
vistas and 
enticing scenery 

S Full-board 
arrangements 

On-board English 
commentary 

On-board evening 
entertainment 

Comfortable 
cabins with a 
large picture 
window 

The services of 
a Newmarket 
Cruise Manager 

A choice of great 
value optional 
excursions 






Dutch Highlights & the Beauty 
of Belgium River Cruise 

River Cruise on board Sound of Music with return 
travel by Eurostar ™ 

8 days from £1074, Apr 2017 

Sound of Music sails gently through lowland waterways. 


Highlights & inclusions 

• Seven nights’ full board 
accommodation on 
board Sound of Music 

• Delightful Amsterdam 

• Half-day excursion to 
Keukenhof Gardens 

• Calls at Hoorn, Arnhem, 
Antwerp, Brussels & Ghent 


• On-board entertainment and 
English commentary 

• Escorted by a friendly, 
experienced cruise manager 

• Return railjourneys on 
Eurostar™ and transfers 

‘Book by 31 Dec 2016, quote promo code YGPXFF. 
Offer subject to availability & may be withdrawn 
at any time. Applies to Apr-May departures only. 


Dutch Waterways & the Rhine 

River Cruise on board welcoming Olympia with 
return travel by Eurostar ™ 

7 days from £794,5 May 2017 

Sail through the Dutch canals and waterways into the Rhine. 


Highlights & inclusions 

• Six nights’full board 
accommodation on board 
hugely popular Olympia 

• Embark in Amsterdam 

• Cruise through the delightful 
South Holland countryside 

• Call at Nijmegen, Diisseldorf, 
Bonn and Cologne 

• Welcome Cocktail Party 


• Gala Farewell Dinner 

• On-board entertainment and 
English commentary 

• Escorted by a friendly, 
experienced cruise manager 

• Return railjourneys on 
Eurostar™ and transfers 

‘Book by 31 Dec 2016, quote promo code YGPXFF. 
Offer subject to availability & may be withdrawn 
at any time. Applies to Apr-May departures only. 


Springtime Holland & 
the Bulbfields River Cruise 


On board Olympia with return travel by Eurostar ™ 
6 days from £694, 20, 25 & 30 April 2017 

Take in a countryside ablaze with the colours of spring. 


Highlights & inclusions 

• Five nights’ full board 
accommodation on board 
Olympia 

• Cruise through the delightful 
South Holland countryside 

• Visit historic Schoonhoven 
and famous Keukenhof 

• Tours of Rotterdam Harbour 
and Kinderdijk’s windmills 


• Call at Volendam 

• On-board entertainment and 
English commentary 

• Escorted by a friendly, 
experienced cruise manager 

• Return railjourneys on 
Eurostar™ and transfers 

‘Book by 31 Dec 2016, quote promo code YGPXFF. 
Offer subject to availability & may be withdrawn 
at any time. Applies to Apr-May departures only. 


Call 0330 160 7951 


visit newmarketholidays.co.uk/tcw 


Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject 
to availability. Single supplements apply. Standard 
phone charges. 


#ABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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Otter Vale Motor Services - Upottery. Nr Honiton - Devon - EX14 9NE 
Tel: 01404 861155 • Web: http://www.ottervalemotors.co.uk • Email: info@ovms.co.uk 


FEATURED CAR 


BMW 1 Series 2.0 
118d M Sport 3dr 

2011 (11 Reg) -13 Months Warranty 



Vehicle Details 


Mileage 80,000 miles 

Owner(s) 1 registered 

Transmission Manual 

Fuel Diesel 

Vehicle Features 

Bluetooth Telephone Preparation 
Cruise Control 

Rain Sensor with Auto Headlight Activ 

13 Months Warranty 

Full Service History 

One Previous Owner 

Full MOT 

Warranted Mileage 
Free HPI Report, HPI Clear 

Air Conditioning, Automatic with Two- 
Zone Control 

Park Distance Control (PDC), Rear 

17in Light Alloy Double-Spoke Style 
207M Wheels with Run-Flat Tyres 


Find us on the A30 near Honiton 


I 


Chard 


Honiton 


Axminster 


DIESELS 



2007/07 AUDI A3 2.0 TDI S LINE 
SPORTBACK QUATTRO 5 DOOR 
HATCHBACK, Manual, Diesel, Red. 
94,000 Miles. 13 Months Warranty, 
Full Audi Service History, One 
Owner From New, Superb Example, 
Full MOT, Warranted Mileage, Cli¬ 
mate Control, Leather Seats, Alloy 
Wheels (18in). £6,250 


PETROLS 



2007/07 HONDA JAZZ 1.4 I DSI 
SPORT 5 DOOR HATCHBACK. 

Manual, Petrol, Blue. 32,000 Miles. 13 
Months Warranty, One Owner From 
New, Fully Serviced Before Sale, Full 
MOT, Warranted Mileage, Radio/CD 
Player, Air-Conditioning, Electric Win¬ 
dows, Rear Parking Sensors ...£3,495 


UNDER £3,00C 



2004/54 FORD KA 1.3 3 DOOR 
HATCHBACK, Manual, Petrol, Or¬ 
ange. 83,000 Miles. 13 Months War¬ 
ranty, Full MOT, Warranted Mileage, 
Stereo FM Radio/Cassette Model 
1000 Removable Control Panel, 
Tinted Glass. 4 seats. £850 



2006/56 FORD RANGER 2.5 TDDI 
XLT THUNDER DOUBLE CAB 
PICKUP 4X4, Manual, Diesel, Black. 
87,000 Miles. 13 Months Warranty, 
2 Previous Owners, Good Service 
History, Full MOT, Warranted 
Mileage, Metallic Paint, Electric 
Windows. £5,495 + VAT 



2011/60 HONDA JAZZ 1.4 l-VTEC 
ES 5 DOOR HATCHBACK, Manual, 
Petrol, Black. 37,000 Miles. 13 
Months Warranty, Stunning Exam¬ 
ple, One Previous Owner, Full Serv¬ 
ice History, Full MOT, Warranted 
Mileage, Manual Air-Conditioning, 
Stereo CD Tuner with MP3. ...£5,699 




2002/52 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 LX 3 
DOOR HATCHBACK, Automatic, 
Petrol, Blue. 68,000 Miles. 13 Months 
Warranty, Good Service History, Re¬ 
cent Cambelt Change, Full MOT, 
Warranted Mileage, Electric Sliding 
Sunroof, In Car Entertainment 
(Radio/Cassette). £1,495 



2007/56 BMW 330 D SE 2 DOOR 
COUPE, Manual, Diesel, Green. 
116,000 Miles. 13 Months Warranty, 
One Previous Owner, Full Service 
History, Full MOT, Warranted 
Mileage, Air-Conditioning (Auto¬ 
matic), Cruise Control, Parking Aid 
.£6,495 



2009/09 AUDI A3 1.6 SE 3 DOOR 
HATCHBACK, Manual, Petrol, Black. 
73,000 Miles. 13 Months Warranty, 
Stunning Example, Full Service His¬ 
tory, 2 Previous Owners, Full MOT, 
Warranted Mileage, Audi Navigation 
System, Manual Air Conditioning, 
16in x 6.5J 7 - Arm Design Alloy 
Wheels. £5,495 



1999/V HONDA CR-V 2.0 ES 5 DOOR 
STATION WAGON, Petrol, Manual, 
Green. 163,000 Miles. 13 Months War¬ 
ranty, 3 Previous Owners, Full MOT, 
Warranted Mileage, Sunroof Electric, 
Electric Windows (Front/Rear), CD 
Player, 5 seats. £1,295 



2013/63 DACIA SANDERO STEPWAY 
1.5 DCI AMBIANCE 5 DOOR HATCH¬ 
BACK. Manual, Diesel, White. 38,000 
Miles. 13 Months Warranty, One 
Owner From New, Full Service History, 
Full MOT, Warranted Mileage, Electric 
Windows, Metallic Paint, Bluetooth 
Connectivity, CD Player and AUX 
Input. £6,250 



2013/13 TOYOTA AYGO 1.0 VVT-I 
FIRE 5 DOOR HATCHBACK, Manual, 
Petrol, White. 25,000 Miles. Zero Road 
Tax, 13 Months Warranty, Stunning 
Example, One Owner From New, 
Full And Up To Date Service History, 
Full MOT, Warranted Mileage, 14in 
Alloy Wheels, CD Player with Aux 
.£4.650 



2008/58 FORD C-MAX 1.8 TDCI 
ZETEC 5 DOOR MPV, Manual. 
Diesel, Grey. 106,000 Miles. 13 
Months Warranty, One Previous 
Owner, Full Service History, Full MOT, 
Warranted Mileage, Air-Condition¬ 
ing (Automatic), In Car Entertain¬ 
ment (Radio/CD). £2,995 



2011/11 BMW 118D M SPORT 
3 DOOR HATCHBACK, Manual, 
Diesel. White. 80,000 Miles. 13 
Months Warranty, Full Service His¬ 
tory, One Previous Owner, Full MOT, 
Warranted Mileage, Air Condition¬ 
ing, Park Distance Control (PDC), 
Alloy Wheels. CD Player. £8,495 



2007/07 NISSAN 350Z 3.5 V6 2 
DOOR COUPE, Manual, Petrol, Black. 
60,000 Miles. 13 Months Warranty, Full 
Service History, Stunning Car, Full MOT, 
Warranted Mileage, Private Plate Stays 
With The Car, Climate Control, In Car 
Entertainment (Radio/Cassette/CD 
Autochanger), Alloy Wheels... .£8,495 



1999/V VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 
1.9 TDI PD SE 4 DOOR ESTATE, 

Manual, Diesel, Green. 174,000 
Miles. 13 Months Warranty, One 
Previous Owner, Good Service His¬ 
tory, Very Tidy Example For Age, 
Full MOT, Warranted Mileage, 
Radio Cassette. £1,295 



2009/59 MITSUBISHI L200 2.5 Dl-D 
WARRIOR 4 DOOR DOUBLE CAB 
PICKUP, Manual, Diesel, Blue. 70,000 
Miles. 13 Months Warranty, One 
Owner From New, Fully Serviced On 
Sale, Full MOT, Warranted Mileage, 
Air-Conditioning, Radio/CD/MP3, 
Alloy Wheels. £8,495 + VAT 



2004/04 TOYOTA RAV4 2.0 VVT-I 
XT3 3 DOOR 4X4, Manual, Petrol, 
Silver. 110,000 Miles. 13 Months War¬ 
ranty, Superb Example, Full Service 
On Sale, Full MOT, Warranted 
Mileage, Air-Conditioning, Electric 
Windows, Alloy Wheels, Radio/CD 
.£3,250 



2003/53 PEUGEOT 406 2.0 HDI SE 
4 DOOR SALOON, Manual. Diesel. 
Blue. 113,000 Miles. 13 Months War¬ 
ranty, Good Service History, Full 
MOT, Warranted Mileage, Alloy 
Wheels (16in), Computer (Driver In¬ 
formation System), Electric Win¬ 
dows, Part Leather. £1,650 



2011/11 BMW 318 D M SPORT 5 
DOOR ESTATE, Manual, Diesel, White. 
120,000 Miles. £30 Road Tax, 13 
Months Warranty, Stunning Example, 
Full Service History, One Previous 
Owner, Full MOT, Warranted Mileage, 
Air Conditioning, Cruise Control, Park 
Distance Control. £8,495 




2009/59 AUDI Q5 2.0 TFSI SE QUATTRO 
5 DOOR SUV, Manual, Petrol, Silver. 
43,000 Miles. 13 Months Warranty, One 
Previous Owner, Full Service History, Full 
MOT, Warranted Mileage, Climate Con¬ 
trol, Rear Acoustic Parking Sensors, Hill 
Descent Assist, Leather Upholstery, CD 
Player with MP3 Compatibility ..£12,495 


AUTOMATIC 


r 



2004/04 VOLVO V70 2.4 D5 SE 
GEARTRONIC 5 DOOR ESTATE, Auto¬ 
matic, Diesel, Blue. 121,000 Miles. 13 
Months Warranty, Good Service History, 
3 Previous Owners, Full MOT, Warranted 
Mileage, Climate Control, Cruise Con¬ 
trol, Leather Faced Sports Upholstery, 
Radio/CD Autochanger. £2,995 



2012/62 NISSAN JUKE 1.5 DCI TEKNA 
5 DOOR HATCHBACK, Manual. Diesel, 
White. 54,000 Miles. 13 Months War¬ 
ranty, One Owner From New, Superb Ex¬ 
ample, Full Service History, Full MOT, 
Warranted Mileage, Nissan Connect 
with Touch Screen Navigation, Heated 
Front Seats. £8,495 



2005/05 MINI COOPER 1.6 2 
DOOR CONVERTIBLE, Manual. 
Petrol, Gold. 42,000 Miles. 13 
Months Warranty, Superb Condi¬ 
tion, Full Service On Sale, Full MOT, 
Warranted Mileage, 3 Previous 
Owners, Park Distance Control, 
Alloy Wheels. £3,995 




2005/05 FIAT PANDA 1.2 4X4 5 
DOOR HATCHBACK, Manual, Petrol, 
Silver. 53,000 Miles. 13 Months 
Warranty, One Previous Owner, Full 
MOT, Warranted Mileage, In Car 
Entertainment (Radio/CD), Climate 
Control, Electric Windows (Front), 
Alloy Wheels. £2,995 



2010/10 MITSUBISHI L200 2.5 Dl-D 
WARRIOR 4WD DOUBLE CAB 4 DOOR 
PICKUP, Manual, Diesel, Blue. 100,000 
Miles. 13 Months Warranty, Full 
Mitsubishi Service History, 2 Previous 
Owners, Full MOT, Warranted Mileage, 
Air-Conditioning, Alloy Wheels, Electric 
Windows, Radio/CD/MP3, Leather 
Seats. £8,750 NO VAT 



2008/08 SUZUKI SWIFT 1.6 VVT 
SPORT 3 DOOR HATCHBACK, 

Manual, Petrol, Black. 82,000 Miles. 
13 Months Warranty, Full Service 
History, Full MOT, Warranted 
Mileage, Air-Conditioning, Tinted 
Glass, Alloy Wheels (15in), In Car 
Entertainment (Radio/CD) .£3,495 



2003/03 MAZDA MX-5 1.8 2 DOOR 
CONVERTIBLE, Manual, Petrol, Silver. 
70,000 Miles. 13 Months Warranty, 
Good Service History, Full MOT, War¬ 
ranted Mileage, In Car Entertain¬ 
ment (Radio/Cassette), Electric 
Windows. £1,995 


VERY COMPETITIVE RATES ON VEHICLE FINANCE 


OPENING TIMES: MON - FRI 8am - 6pm SAT 8.30am - 5pm SUNDAY 11 am ■ 2pm | We are on the A30 

Tel: 01404 861155 • Web: http://www.ottervalemotors.co.uk • Email: info@ovms.co.uk 
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The technology has changed but the weather hasnit 
Service only £199 Inclusive. 

Any make or model of vehicle. 



Complimentary Services: 

Awhile you wait option with WiFi, TV, magazines and a great cup of coffee 

A price match promise any like for like written quotation (10 mile radius) 

Collection and Delivery service covering Exmoor and surrounding areas 

Pre-booked Courtesy Car 

Wash and Vac 

58 point safety inspection 

Call the Service Team now on 01823 660660 
or email service@wellingtonmotors.co.uk 

Wellington Motors 4wd Centre 
01823 660660 

Taunton Vale House, Chelston, Nr. Wellington, Somerset TA21 9JE 

www.wellingtonmotors.co.uk 


W y 



MOTORTRADER 

INDUSTRY AWARDS 

WINNER 


NATIONAL CUSTOMER 
CARE AWARD 
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BIDS - CARPETS - CHAIRS - FURNITURE - RECIINERS - SUFABEBS - SUITES 


We are confident that our prices are highly competitive, but if you have seen the same items for a lower price at another store 
or online please tell us and we will do our level best to match the price, because we want you to be our customer. We free 

deliver goods over £200 within a 25 mile radius. 


- 


N0W0N 


37% OFF SRP 


UP TO 37% OFF SRP ^ 
BIG BRANDS — SALE PRICES 


ffeppyNewVeat 


LAI BE SHOWROOM 


— 


LARGEST 
DISPLAY 
IN AREA 
NOWALL 
AT SALE 
PRICES 


SUTCLIFFE & NATHAN FINE FURNITURE TEAK, OIK, MAHOGANY AND WILD CHERRY -25% OFF RRP 


Cl- 


134 High Street, Honiton, Devon. EX14 1JP — 01404 42436 — www.bestsofhoniton.co.uk 

CUSTOMER CAR PARK OFF KINGS STREET WITH ACCESS TO REAR OF STORE 

BROWSE AT YOUR LEISURE 

HOME SELECTION SERVICE ON ELECTRIC LIFT & RISE RECLINERS, FIRESIDE CHAIRS 

CARPETS AND VINYLS 







































